Academic Integrity

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
Students are expected to maintain the highest standards of honesty in
their college work. Cheating, forgery, and plagiarism are serious offenses,
and students found guilty of any form of academic dishonesty are
subject to disciplinary action.
Cheating is deﬁned as giving or obtaining information by improper means
in meeting any academic requirements. The use for academic credit of
the same work in more than one course without knowledge or consent
of the instructor(s) is a form of cheating and is a serious violation of
academic integrity.
Forgery is deﬁned as the alteration of college forms, documents, or
records, or the signing of such forms or documents by someone other
than the proper designee.
Plagiarism is the representation, intentional or unintentional, of someone
else's words or ideas as one's own. Since words in print are the property
of an author or publisher, plagiarizing is a form of larceny punishable
by ﬁne. When using another person's words in a paper, students must
place them within quotation marks or clearly set them off in the text and
give them appropriate footnoting. When students use only the ideas and
change the words, they must clearly identify the source of the ideas.
Plagiarism, whether intentional or unintentional, is a violation of the
property rights of the author plagiarized and of the implied assurance by
the students when they hand in work that the work is their own.
Faculty members are responsible for making the initial determination of
the academic penalty to be imposed in cases of cheating, plagiarism, or
forgery and for informing the department chair, the dean and the student
in writing of the alleged violation and proposed penalty. The academic
penalty may range, for instance, from a reprimand accompanied by
guidance about how to avoid plagiarism in the future to failure for the
course. The academic dean may request that the Dean of Students
send a follow-up letter to the student indicating that they have also been
notiﬁed of the academic integrity violation and that subsequent violations
will lead to judicial action.
If a student has any question about what constitutes a violation of
academic integrity, it is that student's responsibility to clarify the matter
by conferring with the instructor and to seek out other resources available
on the campus. The link regarding plagiarism on the Sojourner Truth
Library's website is an excellent beginning, http://lib.newpaltz.edu/
assistance/plag.html .
Students who are taking a course online should also review the Online
Identity Veriﬁcation Policy (http://catalog.newpaltz.edu/undergraduate/
academic-policies/online-identity-veriﬁcation-policy) .
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